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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 6,823,319 to Lynch, et aL 

4. Regarding applicant claims 1-20 . Lynch, et al., discloses: 
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a. An (computer) automated deal processing for customers (col. 1 , lines 59-67 
and col. 2, lines 1-5), where loans include mortgages (col. 2, lines 25-29) and 
customers can include businesses (col. 3, lines 26-29); 

b. A preferred loan amount is generated (col. 13, lines 11-15), based on 
collateral information supplied by the customer (col. 1 , lines 59-63) as well as 
additional information; 

c. Additional information is provided that is related to the potential loan, for 
example income and existing debt (col. 7, lines 50-58); 

d. Real estate deal can include lenders (col. 2, lines 8-10) and investors (col. 5, 
lines 1-7); 

e. Loan-to-value ratio is part of loan determination process (col. 9, line 67 and 
col. 10, lines 1-4); 

f. Customer can refinance or consolidate debt (col. 7, lines 15-20); 

g. An incremental price, determined in part on risk factors, that would include the 
loan amount and property type (col. 1 0, lines 65-67 and col. 1 1 , lines 1 -7); 

h. Rental income provided by the borrower (col. 22, line 13, Table 2); 

i. Origination rules, including exclusionary rules, pricing rules, risk rules, and 
edit preference rules (col. 1 , lines 64-66); 

j. Appraisal information based on similar properties (col. 8, lines 29-34), which 

would be expert information; 
k. Information in a "deal structuring record" that contains exclusionary rules that 

can be used on a property (col. 9, lines 19-27); 
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I. An up-sell option that increases the amount of the "preferred loan" (col. 13, 
lines 19-20) and a modified option, that may decrease the amount of the loan 
(col. 10, lines 40-46); 

m. Internet and local network (intranet) access and interface for communication 
of information (col. 4, lines 40-48 and Fig. 1). Customer also has access to a 
computer interface, which could be used for either a workstation or laptop, 
and a telephone interface (col. 4, lines 48-50); 

n. An "...incremental price, expressed in basis points added to the interest rate 
of the preferred mortgage loan option, is calculated, in part, on the risk 
factors..." (col. 10, lines 65-67); 

o. A "deal structure system" that includes a computer with a processor, a 
storage device for software (col. 4, lines 21-31). The DSS can be "...a 
mainframe computer, a minicomputer, a microcomputer, or other general 
purpose machine." (col. 4, lines 23-27). Therefore, more than one DSS can 
exist and while communication between DSS is not discussed, the computer 
has communication interface capability and therefore could be linked to 
another deal controller; 

p. An "existing loan origination database" (col. 7, lines 9-11) for potential loans 
and database(s) to store all information submitted by a customer (col. 18, 
lines 20-24); 

q. Salespeople can access the deal controller (col. 4, lines 50-55). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth L. Bartley whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5230. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




